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                    ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING                                      
           Capital Hotel, Clermiston Road on Thursday 25

th
 April 2013 

 

Before making his report, Chairman Gordon Swann noted with regret the sad passing of long-standing              

Committee member Martin Craven, who will be sadly missed by the Friends. 

 

The Chairman up-dated the meeting on several topics: 

1.Cycle use on the Hill remained an issue and a new member of the Council‟s staff, Velda Weir, whose 

wide remit included this area, had attended a FOCH Committee meeting in February. The anticipated 

working group, inclusive of FOCH representation, may start work towards the end of 2013. 

 

2.Gordon thanked Iain McGeachy in particular for his work to secure funding for the recently installed 

stone waymarkers on the Hill. Iain noted that they had been well-received by both the human and canine 

population. Funding from Biffa Award and Edinburgh Airport had covered almost all of the costs and 

was gratefully acknowledged. 

 

3.Gordon mentioned the establishment of a city-wide Friends Forum, which Peter Taylor had attended. 

Peter explained that there had been two events during the year. The first involving a number of 

interesting presentations, including a contribution by the FOCH, had been very well-attended and 

generally felt to be worthwhile. The second „regular‟ meeting had been very sparsely attended by Friends 

groups. As the intention was to have a means of Friends groups collectively influencing the Council, that 

was discouraging. However, the Committee intended to continue to participate meantime. 

 

4.Finally, Gordon was pleased to announce the imminent arrival of the carved memorial bench for the 

walled garden, commissioned to mark the immense contribution made by the late Eddie Price to the 

Friends of Corstorphine Hill and to the Walled Garden in particular. The bench, mainly funded by a 

generous personal donation, had been produced by “Chainsaw Creations” and included many elements 

of the wildlife of the Hill, replacing the former „fox/badger‟ bench. The bench will be particularly 

attractive to younger visitors.                                              

 
The Committee is as follows:- 
Gordon Swann Chairman...............................................................................334 4769 
Fred Davies  Vice-Chairman, Treasurer, Newsletter Editor..........337 9232 
Peter Taylor  Secretary.................................................................................336 1628 
Eddie MacLennan Co-ordinates work in the Walled Garden & keeps 
   Photographic records.........................................................539 0836 
Ian McGeachy Rota for Walled Garden gate opening & Notices.....476 5499 
Brian Moffat Botanist with interest in the Hill & Walled Garden 
Hugh Edwards Walled Garden 
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SUMMER WALKS   

These informal walks are suitable for all ages and are designed to introduce 

the varied plant and animal life of the Hill to local people. 

 

Sunday  16th June,   Wild Plants Walk – ‘Natives, Naturalized,  and 

Nasties’   Local Botanist and  FoCH  committee member, Dr. Brian Moffat will lead a 

walk showing the great variety of common and uncommon plants on the Hill, starting 

at 2pm,  in the Walled garden. 

Sunday 14th July at  2pm in the Walled Garden   Storytelling for Children. 

Alette Willis a well known local children’s author will be reading stories for children 

aged 4-8. Children must be accompanied by parents/carers. 

Sunday   21st July .  ‘ Butterflies,  Bees, and other Beasties’. 

Gordon Swann and David Adamson will lead a hunt, with nets etc. for the smaller 

inhabitants of the Hill. Nets and Bug Bottles provided. Children, old and young, 

especially those good at catching things especially welcome !  

Meet at the Walled Garden at 2pm. 

Sunday  4th  August   ‘Trees of Corstorphine Hill’ 

Dr Brian Moffat will show us the variety of trees, common and uncommon including 

the famous Corstophine Sycamore, in a ramble over the Hill. 

Meet at the  Walled Garden at 2 pm.                                                                                                                                    

Sunday  22nd  September   ‘Fungus  Foray’ 

David Adamson will lead another of his very popular searches for interesting fungi on 

the Hill. Suitable for all the family.  Meet at the Kaimes/Cairnmuir Road car park at 

2pm. 

                                                             MEMORIAL BENCH 
We decided last year to commission a new animal sculptured bench for the Garden as a 
memorial to our founding Chairman, Eddie Price, who died in 2011. This sculpture by Iain 
Chalmers of Chainsaw Creations, has been delivered, and will be dedicated in a short 
ceremony by our President, Councillor Paul Edie, and Eddie's family on Sunday 16th June at 
1.30 pm.All are welcome to attend, please bring the family and a picnic to celebrate the 
occasion.The bench will replace the late lamented fox/badger bench we previously had, and 
hopefully will be equally popular with visitors to the Walled Garden. 

  
We look forward to seeing you then,   Gordon Swann,  Chairman, and                      

Committee of Friends of Corsrorphine Hill 
 

          CORSTORPHINE HILL TOWER 

     The Tower will be open again this summer every Sunday 
     starting on Sunday 5th May (2pm till 4pm) and finish with 
     the Edinburgh Open Doors weekend in September when 

the Tower will be open Saturday & Sunday. 
We hope you can come and enjoy the spectacular views. 



  

 

 

            Friends of Corstorphine Hill thank the following for their funding:- 

 

                       and       
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 City of Edinburgh Council Natural Heritage Service Annual Report  

The Natural Heritage Service inspects Corstorphine Hill weekly. Path condition, tree health, 

instances of anti-social behaviour, badger monitoring and general upkeep of site is assessed. 

Comprehensive mapping of Invasive Non-Native Species (INNS) undertaken. Interaction and engagement 
with Mountain Biking fraternity who use Corstorphine Hill regularly: some proposals set out in recent 
mountain bike scoping exercise to be followed up; e.g. initiation of more accommodating paths for both 
cyclists and pedestrians, improved sightlines on formal path, introduction of chicanes aimed at reducing 
cyclists’ speed. 
Capital bid made to Parks and Greenspace for money to improve central top ridge path network (either 
side and east of cup marks). Complete WG wall repairs. Also to tarmac the Clermiston Road North car park 
surface. 
Trial undertaken for contractors to maintain path edges – deemed unsuccessful due to cost and end result. 
Combination of Grounds Maintenance and Natural Heritage Service to maintain. 
Edinburgh’s Urban Pollinator Project: in conjunction with several other local authorities and universities, 3 
year project aimed at discovering which habitats across the UK support most pollinating insects (especially 
in an urban area). Corstorphine Hill was put forward however the specified seed mix contained non-native 
species which cannot be planted within an LNR, therefore Corstorphine Hill was removed from the site 
list.  
Following on from this is something called “Living Landscapes”. Looking at where certain grass and 
marginal vegetation areas are heavily maintained e.g. 16-18 cuts per season thus western amenity grass 
areas on Corstorphine Hill; relaxing some of the mowing regimes, killing off some scrub and introducing 
meadow areas….etc. Scoping exercise underway in SW Neighbourhood with a view to extending the area 
this year. 
Regular contact with neighbouring landowners regarding water run-off on all sides of the Hill. Flood 
Prevention Team within CEC assisting. 
Old Beechmount Nursery (Corst Rd/St Johns Rd): possibility to put area forward for allotments. Huge 
investment needed to turn it round. At present the area is of poor value in terms of environmental 
benefits, needs put into positive management and this possibility will be tackled within the new 
management plan for the site which will be available end 2014 in terms of feasibility, scoping exercise and 
public consultation. 
The current site management plan expires November 2014. The process for producing a new one will 
begin soon. Aim would be for a 3 month consultation period (July – Sept 2014) with new plan adopted and 
in place for Nov 2014. FOCH will play a key role in producing a robust, realistic plan with additional 
assistance in promoting the consultation period. 
Exercise about to begin into condition surveying of all wells on Corstorphine Hill. Review into all old 
quarry sites in Edinburgh regarding appropriate signage/barriers etc about to proceed with CEC Access 
Officer and Health and Safety Advisors – outcome may well be obtrusive signage appearing on the Hill 
however we will try to ensure it is as discreet as possible. 
Nuclear Bunker (Clermiston Road North) owners requested to keep Clermiston Road North car park 
barrier closed and secure at all times: article in Evening News a couple of months ago about the bunker 
hinting at the tourist attraction type of use as opposed to anything else. Currently exploring with CEC 
Estates as to rights of access etc for area. In essence, we are keeping a close eye on developments there. 
Zoo have applied for a felling licence to fell a reasonable volume of semi mature and mature trees in the 
vicinity of Kaimes/Cairnmuir Road (within their land) to enable bamboo plantation planting. CEC have 
responded appropriately through our Biodiversity Officer. Decision lies with SNH and FCS.” 

David Kyles, Countryside Ranger, Natural Heritage Service, Hermitage of 
Braid, 69a Braid Road, Edinburgh EH10 6JF 

e-mail: david.kyles@edinburgh.gov.uk Tel: 0131 447 7145 
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